June 13, 2017

limited budget and resources, we should be
encouraging local jurisdictions to work collabo-
ratively with NPS to make sure that our na-
tional parks are being cared for. States have
already explored these opportunities, but my
bill would remove any doubt that the District
has the same authority as the states to enter
into CMAs with NPS.

The city already has plans to enter into a
CMA with NPS to take over operational juris-
diction of Franklin Park, an NPS park in down-
town D.C. that has seen better days. The city
plans to work with the Downtown Business Im-
provement District to transform the park to its
former glory by ensuring regular maintenance
and providing amenities such as food, gar-
dens, and other services. As the city’s down-
town core has grown to include more housing,
businesses, and workers, the need for green
space has also grown. The city’'s plans for
Franklin Park are a model for what can be
done when local jurisdictions get creative
about protecting and improving our nation’s
parks.

My bill is uncontroversial and simply clarifies
that the District can provide financial support.
to NPS in order to maintain their property.
This is a win for the city, the federal govern-
ment, and all those who live in or visit the Dis-
trict and enjoy our NPS parks. | urge my col-
leagues to support this bill.

RECOGNIZING PAUL FLETCHER

HON. KEN BUCK

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 13, 2017

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Paul Fletcher, a Naval Academy Ap-
pointee from Colorado’s Fourth Congressional
District. | believe our greatest assets are
America’s brave men and women in uniform.
Paul is making an incredible sacrifice for our
country and deserves our utmost support for
his service. It is with great pleasure that | give
him my endorsement to attend this prestigious
institution.

Paul has demonstrated excellent leadership
and service, acting as the Founder and Presi-
dent of several school clubs, in addition to
serving as captain of his school’'s Wrestling
Team. His exceptional athletic ability has been
proven by his performance in wrestling and
shooting sports. Paul was also a member of
his high school's chapter of the National
Honor Society in which he served as the
chapter’s Secretary.

Our nation owes no greater debt of gratitude
than to those who fight to protect our freedom
and liberty. | commend Paul and his family for
their commitment. On behalf of the 4th Con-
gressional District of Colorado, | extend my
best wishes to Paul.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize
Paul Fletcher as an appointee to the Naval
Academy for his commitment to protect and
serve our nation.
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CONGRATULATING JACIE KERSH
FOR BEING NAMED THE WINNER
OF DISTRICT 206°S GREAT
GALESBURG SHAKE

HON. CHERI BUSTOS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 13, 2017

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Jacie Kersh, a Galesburg High
School senior, for being named the winner of
District 205’s Great Galesburg Shake.

The Great Galesburg Shake is an oppor-
tunity for young adults to demonstrate their
manners and conversational skills in a profes-
sional environment. Thanks to this program,
Jacie was able to learn important life skills
such as engagement, confidence, a firm hand-
shake, manners and conversational skills that
will allow her to grow, succeed and become a
leader in our community. | would like to recog-
nize Jacie for standing out among the 120 stu-
dents who participated, and for her tremen-
dous composure which will serve her well in
her bright future. | am proud to see such ac-
complished young individuals representing our
community.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to again formally
congratulate Jacie Kersh on her incredible ac-
complishment, and | join the rest of our com-
munity in wishing her every success in the fu-
ture.

THE MEMBERS OF CONNECTICUT’S
HOUSE DELEGATION HONOR
RUDY BROWN ON THE OCCASION
OF HIS RETIREMENT

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO

OF CONNECTICUT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 13, 2017

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, | am honored
to rise today and join my Connecticut col-
leagues, JOHN LARSON, JOE COURTNEY, JIM
HIMES, and ELIZABETH ESTY, in extending our
deepest thanks and sincere appreciation to
Rudy Brown, who, after a thirty-one year ca-
reer with the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, will be retiring later this year. As the
government liaison for EPA’s Region 1 office,
each of us has had the opportunity to work
with Rudy on a variety of projects over the
years and owe him a great debt of gratitude
for all of his good work.

In our roles as Members of Congress, we
and our staffs deal with a number of federal
agencies while working on behalf of our con-
stituents and yet it is rare to find someone like
Rudy. His dedication and commitment to his
work and helping to fulfill the mission of the
EPA are second to none. He has met every
challenge with a willingness to roll-up his
sleeves and see what could be done, and al-
ways with a smile.

In a career that has spanned over three
decades, and with responsibilities to the six
New-England States that make up EPA’s Re-
gion 1, Rudy has spent countless hours ensur-
ing that Congressional members and their
staffs had the information and background
they needed to address issues of concern to
their residents. From large Superfund projects
and issues concerning the Long Island Sound,
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to cornfields redevelopment and grant an-
nouncements, we and our staffs have always
known that we could count on Rudy’s guid-
ance and have never doubted that he would
provide us with the best possible information,
even if it was not necessarily what we were
hoping to hear—that is an invaluable resource
when it comes to constituent service.

As he comes up on his retirement, we stand
together to say thank you to Rudy Brown—
thank you for your thirty-one years of federal
service, thank you for your unwavering com-
mitment, and thank you for making the time to
ensure that we have been able to serve our
constituents in the best possible way. We
have no doubt that his wife and daughters are
looking forward to spending more time with
him and wish him all the best for many more
years of health and happiness as he enjoys
this next chapter of his life.

——

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 13, 2017

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, on June 12,
2017, | missed two votes due to a dental
emergency. Had | been present, | would have
voted: rollcall No. 300—Yea, and rollcall No.
301—yea.

RECOGNIZING REVEREND DR.
LOUIS E. SANDERS

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 13, 2017

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Reverend Dr. Louis E. Sanders, who is
retiring this month from his position as Pastor
of the St. Charles A.M.E. Zion Church in
Sparkill, Rockland County, NY, in my District.

Throughout his life, Reverend Sanders has
been deeply involved in the church and the
philosophical questions surrounding religion.
As a young student in North Carolina, he was
active in the Mt. Hebron A.M.E. Zion Church
before earning a BS degree in Social Science
from North Carolina A&T, and MA and MS de-
grees from the City University of New York.
He also received a Master of Divinity degree
from Union Theological Seminary and a Doc-
torate of Humane Letters from St. Thomas
Aquinas College in Sparkill, NY.

For the past 49 years, Reverend Sanders
has served the people of New York’s Lower
Hudson Valley. In 1968, he was hired by the
Tuckahoe Board of Education in Eastchester,
New York, where he taught Social Studies for
30 years. He began his church ministry in
1970 and preached at Greater Centennial
A.M.E. Zion Church in Mount Vernon, NY. He
would go on to serve various roles at church-
es throughout the Hudson Valley before being
appointed Pastor of the St. Charles A.M.E.
Zion Church in 1981.

As Pastor, Reverend Sanders has increased
church membership tenfold and extended its
impact far into the community. He began a
program to aid homeless children from Harlem
in developing positive life attitudes, an SAT tu-
torial program for minority students, and an
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